
Topic 3: 

The Seven Temples in the Bible 





Habakkuk 2:20                                                        

“The LORD is in his holy temple” 





Matthew 6:9 “Our Father which art in heaven” 





While the people of God wandered in the desert for 40 years, they used a 

tent called "The Tabernacle" for worship. It was the dwelling place of God. 

When they stopped, it was put up in the middle of their camp. The books 

of Exodus and Numbers give details about this tabernacle. 



“And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may 

dwell among them.” Exodus 25:8 



After 40 years of wandering in the wilderness and living in 

tents, God brought His people into the Promised Land of 

Canaan, where they could build permanent houses and live 

in them.  





King David built a magnificent palace for Himself…  

…but he wanted to build an even greater house for 

God who was still living in the portable tent of 

Moses for over 500 years! 



Psalm 132:4, 5 “I will not give sleep to mine 

eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, Until I find 

out a place for the LORD, an habitation for the 

mighty God of Jacob.” 

In one of his psalms he wrote about the temple he 

wanted to build… 



But God did not permit David to build Him an house, for 

he was a man of war. God said, he would let his son 

build it instead. The Temple was planned by David but 

built by his son, Solomon. 



It was the wonder of the world.  



2 Chronicles 7:1 “Now when Solomon had made 

an end of praying, the fire came down from 

heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and 

the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled 

the house.”  



Kings and queens and wise men of foreign lands came to 

see the splendor of this house of God, and the man who 

built it, and worship the mighty God of Jacob! 



As time passed, Israel slowly but steadily departed from God into 

deep apostasy. God could finally no longer accept their 

hypocritical worship at His holy temple.   



God brought Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and 

he besieged  Jerusalem, and took thousands of them 

captive to Babylon.  



He came two more times and finally burnt their temple 

around 600 years before Christ! 



“And they burnt the house of God, and brake 

down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the 

palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the 

goodly vessels thereof.” 2 Chronicles 36:19 



When the Israelites finally returned from Babylon, 

after 70 years in captivity, under the leadership of 

Zerubbabel, they started to rebuild the Temple. They 

finished it about 500 years before Jesus.  



 Zechariah 4:9  “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the 

foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it.” 



Just before Jesus was born, King Herod did some more 

work on the Temple and it is often called “Herod’s Temple." 

This temple was a wonder of the ancient world as well. 



John 2:19, 20 “Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up. Then said the Jews, Forty 

and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in 

three days?” 

At the time of Jesus, it was 46 years since the 

beatifying of the temple commenced. 



This temple, build by Zerubbabel, and beautified 

by King Herod, was the most special one! 



In this temple 

baby Jesus was 

dedicated! 

(Luke 2:22-39) 



To this temple 

the boy Jesus 

made His first 

Passover visit 

at the age of 

twelve!    

(Luke 2:42-50) 



Often in this 

temple Jesus 

participated in 

worship and 

taught the 

people!            

(John 8:2) 



This temple 

Jesus cleansed 

twice! 

(John 2:13-17; 

Luke 19:45-47) 



Looking at this 

temple Jesus predicts 

the signs of the end 

of the world in 

Matthew 24, and the 

imminent destruction 

of the temple itself! 



The veil of this 

temple, the veil 

that separates the 

holy from the 

most holy place, 

was torn apart 

indicating the end 

of the Levitical 

priesthood! 

(Mat 27:50-52) 



The great tragedy was—the children of Israel 

rejecting their own Messiah to whom all the 

temple services were pointing! 



By tearing the veil it was also a symbol of the 

rejection of this temple as a worship place. 





Luke 21:20-22 “And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed 

with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 

Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and 

let them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not 

them that are in the countries enter thereinto. For these be 

the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may 

be fulfilled.” 



Today, on the temple spot stands the “dome of the 

Rock”, the Moslem mosque, build in AD 691. 





John 2:19, 21 “Jesus answered and said unto them, 

Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up…. he spake of the temple of his body.” 



Just like God was living in a tent among men in 

the OT, Jesus came and lived with humanity in 

human form! 



“And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may 

dwell among them.” Exodus 25:8 

Mat 1:23 “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and 

shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 

Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” 



“But I say unto you, That in this place is one 

greater than the temple.” Matthew 12:6 

Christ made a lofty claim, claiming to be greater than the 

most sacred temple itself! 



The Church 



Mat 18:20 “For where two or three are 

gathered together in my name, there am I in 

the midst of them.” 



Eph 2:21, 22 “In whom all the building fitly framed 

together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In 

whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of 

God through the Spirit.” 



Rev 14:12 “Here is the patience of the saints: here 

are they that keep the commandments of God, 

and the faith of Jesus.” 

This group of people, the church, are God’s saints. 

They have two distinct pillars on which they stand. 



Each individual who accepts Christ 

becomes the temple of God! 



1 Corinthians 3:16, 17 “Know ye not that ye are the temple of 

God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any 

man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for 

the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” 



What a mighty privilege it is for us to be the temple, the 

dwelling place, of God Almighty! 



2 Corinthians 6:16 “For ye are the temple of the 

living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, 

and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people.” 





Hebrews 8:1, 2 “Now of the things which we have 

spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, 

who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 

in the heavens; A minister of the sanctuary, and of the 

true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.” 



Right now Jesus our High Priest and Judge is officiating 

in the heavenly temple on our behalf to help us qualify 

for His eternal kingdom, which is soon to come! 



Those who give their bodies, and keep it clean, for God to 

occupy, as His temple, will soon be welcomed to live in His 

temple in Heaven! 


